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From the Journal Des Scavans, fet forth Nov. 17. 1681. 


De Re Diplomatica Mibri fex,in quibus quicquidad veterum Inffrumentorum Antiquita- 
tem, Materiam, &c. explicatur & Illuftratur, Acceduut Commentarius de antiquis 
Kegum Francie Palatiis, &c. Opera & ftudio D. Joh. Mabillon Ord. S.&@. Cong- 
S. Mauri in Fol. a Paris. 1681. . 


Hough the principal /ubje of this Work be to treat of Ancient Charters, and 
of the Authority they ought to have at the Bar , neverthelefs wemay con- 
fider it as an Introduétion to the Study of Antiquity, and particularly of 
the Hiftory of France. Thefe Charters being publick Acts of Popes, Bi- 

fhops, Emperours, Kings, Princes, and Particular per fons, they bring us to the know- 
ledge of many Perfons, and of a great number of Fadts‘which we fhould not come to 
kaow by othermeans. They fhgw us the Origine,and the Prerogatives of the Church, 
of Monafteries, and of Noble Families : And by unfolding to us the Cuftoms and Ufages 
of each Age, they inftruct us in the times in which we muft place perfons and events. 
But there was one troublefom thing which rendred this ftudy almoft ufelefs, viz. the 
mixture of falfe Draughts with true, and the want of Rules to difcern betwixt them. 
It isto what the F. D. Madcon particularly applies himfelf in this Work, fhewing the 
infuffciency of the greateft part of the Rules which a Learned Modern had eflayed to 
give for this end, and eftablifhing fuch as are true to judge of the value of the Titles 
or Infcriptions of thofe Acts or Deeds ; {fo that it may be faid, he treats this matter in 
its full extent. 

His work is divided into Six Books. In the fir/t, he {peaks of the Antiquity, of the 
matter, and the writing of Charters, He fhews that they were in common ufe in France 
in the time of Gregory of Tours , and even before; and in England and elfewhere , 
before the time of venerable Bede, He examines afterwards the different mat- 
ters on which men have written, and fhews by proofs which feem evident, that the ufe 
of Bark, or the Papyrus Egyptiaca lafted amongtt the Latines to the tenth Age. He 
produces amongft others a famous Charter writat Ravenna in the time of the Conful- 
thip of Cethegus, which anfwers to the year of F.C. 04. The Original which is kepe 
in the Emperours Library, is about two foot in breadth, and one in length. But the Bull 
of Benedi‘? the Third given in favour of the Abbey of Corbey, is much moie extraordi- 
nary for its largenefs, being 22 foot in length, and two foot wide. . After many other 
things of this nature, he patlesto the different ways of writing of each Age, and fhews, 
that from all time the writing of Chartersand of Chancery has been different from that 
which was in common ufe. 
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In the cond Book he.examines the /tyle of Charters, and makes.a great many very 
curious Obfervations (6a. the different qualities oF Perfans, and on the various ufe of 
Terms, andof Forms. Kor Example, he fays, that though ancieatly all Biftops have 
been indifferently called Popes, yet not one of them has attributed to himfelf that 
quality in {peaking of himfelf, but the Soveraign Bifzop. That our Kings preferred 
heretofore the name Jlluffris before all others : That though Charlemain received 
from Steven the Third the quality of Patricius with his Father Pepin when he was 
crown’d King by the Pope, neverthclefs he took not this Title till after he had brought 
under his yoak the Lombards, and received theGoyernment of Rome. That Popes and 
even Arebifbops have been fometimes honoured with the Title of Majefy. That our 
Kings in their Monograms, which were in the form of a Lozenge, were wont to put a 
Y inthe midft. That Charlemain was the firft that fet on foot this fort of Infcription ; 
the Kings of the firit race having rarely ufed Monograms, and that this Cuftom pafs’d 
not St. Lois. That the firft of the Popes that made ufe of them was Leo the Ninth. 
And an infinity of other curious remarks of this nature. 

Amongtft other things that follow, he {peaks of all forts of Sea/s, and of the time 
that they began to be fufpended; and to have Counter-feals. This Author judges that 
Lodis le Grofs was the firft ef our Kimgs whofe Seals were fufpended, though this was- 


but rarely. That Lods le Feune his Son eftablifh’d the Cuftom by reafon of the 
back-part, where he bore the quality of Duke of Aquitane ; and that Phillippe Au- 
gufte was the firft who put for Counter-feal a “lower de Luce. 

After this he treats of Subferiptions, and of the different manners of fubfcribing 
that have been,obferved in different times. But there is nothing in this more fingular, 
than what is related of the Subfcription of Charles the Bald then Emperour, which 
is found in the Original of the foundation of Compergue: for we fee that this Prince 
being come to the Empire, affected fometimes to imitate the Empcrours of the Eas, 
who ufed Vermilionto fubfcribe their Names ; which neither Charlemain, nor Lous 
is Debonaire had done ; and which Crarles the Bald puts in practicein this Charter, 
whofe Monogram is written in Red ; as alfo the name of the Chancellour Gozlin, who 
has writ his over the name of hisSecretary ; notwithftanding that the Monogram of 
Lotiis le Begue the Emperours Son be by the fide of that of his Father written in Black, 
according to the ordinary Cuftom of the Kings. In fhort, this Book ends with an 
explication of the different Dates of Charters of all Countries ; which is a matter 
very difficult, and well deferving to be explained at large. 

The Third Book is much fhorter than the fecond. The Author examines onely 
fome particular Rules, and fome Titles, which a learned Modern had propofed as true 
Models; again{t which he offers many caufes of fufpicion. He treats afterwards of 
the ufe of Books containing an Jndex of the Dignities as well Civil as Military of a 
Kingdom, and of the Authority of Regifters, with which he ends his Book. 

The fourth, which treats of the ancient Palaces of our Kings whence their Char- 
ters have iffued forth, is almoft wholly of the compofing of D. Michel,a true Compa- 
nion and Follower of F, D. Mabidon: We findin this Book very ufeful differtations and 
difcufsions concerning the Scituation of fome ancient Palaces, in which our Learned 
Men have differed, as of Carifiacus, Mamacce, Silvacus, Bafivum, Vernum, and many 
others; whofe {cituation is made as clearto us, as that of fome others is difcredited, 
as being found fabulous: Such is the pretended Palace of Corrinfi{ca ; The Origine of 
this Palace had been drawn from a Charter of Childebert the Third, the Claufe of 
of which ended thus: Datum quod ficit Menfis Martius, &c. Asthe writing of the 
Charters of the firft race is extreamly difficult, hethat firft copied this Writing read it, 
Datum Corfintifce Martii. On this miftake the Palace of Corfinti/ca was built, it 
having no other foundation than the fhort fight of adrawerof Deeds. 

The Author of the Journal thinks this maitcr too important and too curious, not 
to be touch’d on all its points; whereforehe refersthe Account of the other Books to 
another Journal, which I may alfo give you in due time, 
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4 new Myftery in Phyfick difcovered by curing of .Feavers and Agues by Quinguina, 
or Jefuits Powder. Tranflared from the ¥rench by Dr. Eelon, with Additions. 
London, 1681. In 12. 


Third Edition of this Tra& of Quingu:na was printed at Paris, Anno 1681. and 

an Account of it was given in the French Journals : The perfon who tranflated it 
herethe fame year, has made fome Additionsto it. As firft, he gives us a way how to 
ufe this Bark for an Ague, tranflated out of Italian, printed at Rome above 80 years 
fince: And then he premits a large Ivtroduffion to the French Author, in which he 
gives us his Obfervations and Method in the ufe of this Peruvian Bark, and fets down 
many preparations of Medicines belides the Quinquina, for the Cure ofall forts of Fea- 
wersand Azues. To avoid the cenfure of affum agere, I fhall tranfcribe the account 
of the Traé it felf fromthe Paris Fournal, fet forth Feb. 3.1681, it is as follows : 

The Publick may have already judged of the ufctulnefs of this Book, whereof they 
here give us a third Edition, (not tocount thofe that have paft in almoft all the Pro- 
vinces of the Kingdom.) The Author, whofe great modefty will not permit his Name 
to appear in publick, has added fome Remarks concerning the way of giving the Quin- 
guing, and the good ufé that ought to be made of it ; in which he will have the Cure of 
Agues toconiift, much more than in the particular preparations of this Remedy. 

And to {peak a word of thefe Preparations before we come to thereft, he gives us 
fundry inftances of them, without making a myttery ofany. The preference which 
he gives toa Drink made in thetime of Vintage, is grounded only onthe advantage that 
things fermented have over thofe that are mot fo ; and the valuc he has for the way 
of taking the remedy in, Bolus’s, and in Extra, is doubtlefs becaufe this way is eafic 
and agreeable, being takewin a fall quantity, and lefs frequently than the Drink. 

Asto the Remarks he has made on the ways of taking the Quinquina, they areac- 
cording to the principles he had eftablifhed concerning the caufe of Agues,which he pre- 
tends to be but an acid Ferment exciting a boiling and fermentation of the Blood,which 
this Remedy appeafes, in mortifying this Ferment, and changing its nature, or driving 
it forth of the Body by fenfible or infenfible ways ; and thereupon he obferves : 


1. That toeffc& this, we mult give the Remedy by frequent repetitions in a certain 
quantity, and at certain intervals of time; fo that the fecond takings may maintain 
the vertWof the firft, and the third thatof the fecond, and foof the reft, to conquer 
infenfibly this Ferment, and to correét by little and little the depravation which the hu- 
mours have contracted. 

2. Thatthe Remedy muftbe taken out of the Fits, becaufe then its impreffion is 
made without refiftance and trouble ; whereas in the acce/i, the Ferment being in the 
force of its action, we cannot ealily furmount it, and we terment the Patient by ill 
timing. . 

3. That in reality a Patient may becur’d at the firft Fit by multiplying the Dofes of 
of the Remedy, or by giving more itrong infufions ; but that this ferves onely to raifé 
the admiration of the Remedy, and does not producea better nor more certain Cure 

4. That there appears even fomething too much forc’d in this Cure; and that {dit is 
better to employ more time to appeafe this fermentation of the humours, and to com- 
municate to them more leafurely the vertue of the Remedy, 


Thereare many other Remarks of this nature,which though finall in appearance,and 
flightly touch’d, are neverthelefs of great confequence to prevent committing of faults 
in the cure of 4gues, and fo for hindering their return and the ill after-claps. 
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From the Journal Des Scavans, fet forth Feb. 27. 1681. 
An Extratt of two Letters writ to the Authour of the Journal ; the one from Hanover, 

‘by Mr. Leibnetz Counfellor to his Highne{s the Duke of Hanouer, touching a confi- 

derable Experiment of aSmoaking Water : and the other from Oxford, by Mr.Hanfen. 
\ E have feen here a confiderable Experiment of a Smoaking Water. It fmoaks 

cold as it is, and ceafes not tc finoak till it be wholly exhaled. Neverthelefs,a 
man may keep it as long as he pleafe in a Bottle well ftopt. When we pour it on any 
thing, fo thick a Smoakar:{es from it, thata man ftanding at a diftance and looking 
uponit, would {wear fomething were burning at that-place. 

Mr. Hanfen fpeaks thus: I faw in my paflage from Amfferdam, in the Cabinet of 
the curious M. Vefcher, two of the moft beautiful Suakes that a man could behold, 
which a famous Chirurgeon of Amfterdam kept a long time alive; from whom 
M. Vefcher receiving them, he took care to preferve them in a Glafs after they were 
dead. And in this {tate they appear ftill fo beautiful, that there is no Painting comes 
near them: They feemed to be about fix or feven foot in length, and three or four 
fingers broad. 

I faw alfo in the Cabinet of the fame curious perfon all forts of Embrions, and one 
amongft the reft that is to be feen in the Matrix, by reafon of the tranfparency it has 
by the means of the Water in which this perfon preferves it. 

If that Species of Remora which I fawathis houfe beable to ftop a Ship, there will 
9¢ no difficulty in believing Miracles, { fimall a Caufe producing fo grand an Effect. 

A man may fee alfo at his houfe the Animal called Jgnavus, which moves but two 
or three fteps in many weeks, and ce Diable dela Chine 3 but both of them fo well 
prefervedin a Water, that a man would fay they were but juftthen put into it. 

But that which moft furprized me in this Cabinet, is a Mon/fter, if I may {0 call it. 
It is a perfect Child, having an Excrefcency like the head of a Car growing on his own : 
M. Vejcher fawit living: and M. Hevelius has formerly given me a relation of two 
Children of La Haye, who-eame into the world, the one with the head cut off,as though 
it had been done with aKnife, and the other leaping about like an pe, juit as it came 
torth of the Mothers Belly. 

Mr. Hanjen having mentioned the Remora,I fhall here fet down what I conceive to be 
the ground of the fabulous Relation concerning it.Some Author writing of this Fifh,ha- 
ving faid Flent venti,Seviant procelle, femper navem immobiliter tenet, (which implies 
no more,but notwithftanding any violence of Tempeit it always fticks to the Ship im- 
movably ) fome Readers by a mifconitruction have interpreted it as thoughgt held the 
Ship that it could not move. 

The like Grammatical miftake T conceive to be the ground of the fabulous affer- 
tions fo often found in Writers concerning the Vertues of the Loadffone and the Dia- 
mond: The firft Author who faid Magnes juxta pofito adamante amittit virtutem, 
ufed the word adamante Participially, and meant onely that a fecond Loadffone, which 
is adamans, or a fervent lover alfo of the Iron, being plac’d by the firft, -impairs its 
vertue: which is true, by reafon of their contrary draught ; it being utterly falfe, 
that a Diamond being plac’d by a Load/tone does any way abate its force : And ofan 4- 
damaut, that is, a fervent lover, it may truly be faid thar he withitands Fire, Sword, and 
Hammers; this unconquerable vertue being crronioufly afcribed to the Diamond. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Hereas the Perfon entitling himfelf the Author of the Weekly Memorials for the 

V Ingenious, upon his own Caprice has undertaken the Imprefion for the future, 

and through a narrow felfifh Defign kas chang’dthe Numbers of theWork'aforefaid ; 

Thefe are to certifie, That the Bookfellers concern’d, will, for the Publick Good, con- 

frantly fet forth the fame Weekly much cheaper than hath been hitherto ; as allo, that 

they are defirons to accommodate all worthy Gentlemen with thofe Numbers that are 
already Publifh'd. 


London Printed, andareto be Sold by Henry Faithorne and ‘fobn Kerfey, 
atthe Rofe in St. Pauls Church-yard. 1682. 








